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HEAD OF SCHOOL ONLINE PARENT FORUM
Tuesday 6t February 2025 - 1.30pm

Focus this half term is the mock exams in preparation for the Year || & |3 summer exams. Actual
mock timetables have been sent out which run from Monday 10%-28t February with half term in
between. More exams are being sat than in the actual GCSE timetables. Topic lists have also been
sent out to help students prepare for their exams. Year || will either be dismissed either at lunchtime
or after the exam. Last two days will consist of MFL, Art and PE exams. Normal lessons return in
early March. GCSE exams start early in May approx. 5t which is earlier than usual but they are more
spread out than previously arranged. Only approx. 6 weeks left to support your child.

Lots of intervention classes running during period 7 on Monday-Thursday and some Fridays for Year
I'l by selection. Vast majority of students are very good at attending. Please ensure that your Year
I'l child is punctual in the mornings as there are intervention classes running first thing as well.
Saturday interventions are also running for Year | | (History and French) & Year |3 French are running
this week by invitation.

Year 12: API.5 re-sits start 10t February for one week for those students who did not reach their
targets in API.

Year || GCSE Drama performance takes place this week with drop down days on Wednesday and
Thursday and the actual performances run in the evenings from 4.30pm-6.30pm. Ticketed event only,
please contact the Drama Department if you would like to attend, parents are invited. Good luck to
those students.

Year 5 primary visits continuing this week: Nightingale, Halley House, Kingsmead and St John & James
primaries attending Science, Computer Science and Maths workshops to give them an insight into
secondary school life. This work is vital in promoting us in the community and what we have to offer.
Many students are not moving onto secondary school in the borough approx. 25% less students than
what is was a couple of years ago.

Parent Workshop: Friday 7t February periods 3 & 4 at | lam invites have gone out. This is being run
by Ms John and Mr McEvoy and is about supporting your child at school.

Term dates are now on the school website for booking your holiday and travel.

Rewards Week begins |0t February, Years 7 and 9 & 10 will have on site cinema rewards and sporting
activities, celebration assemblies and certificate nominations. Year 8 will go to the University of
Hertfordshire as part of raising aspirations. These events are designed to reward excellent attendance

and punctuality. Thanks to staff who are helping to assist with them.

No early finish for half term, Friday 14t is a normal school day. School resumes on Monday 24t
February as normal at 8.30am.

Year |2 Parents’ Evening takes place on 27t February 2025.

Letters for Year 8 & 9 Parents’ Evening will go out just before and just after half term. Both events
take place in March, details are on the website.



Parent Points/Questions:

Mock exams: Will CTEC students be taking part in the exams? Head of Sixth Form to respond.

Parent Workshop: Is there an online option for parents to attend? Sorry no, we have looked into
streaming but this is not possible. We can send through the materials to you if you email the school.

Parent appreciate the effort staff are putting in. Saturday we missed out on a revision letter but
thanks to Ms O’Connor for the reminder.

Psychology topics: Due to recent staff absences supply teachers are covering lessons on these topics?
Work can be accessed on Teams but will there be a continuation of work? The Department agreed
that the cover teachers would teach the units using their areas of expertise. Head of Sixth form to
respond on how the gaps will be filled.

Year 8 Parents’ Evening: Why a long delay in waiting until March for this? Traditionally the Year 8
one has always been in March. Parents’ Evenings are spaced out throughout the year for all year
groups. This term there is one early for Year || after API, Year 7 and 10 have had theirs during this
half term and Years 8 & 9 will be in the second half term. There is only one Parent Evening per year
group per academic year but the year team are happy to meet any time with parents if there are
concerns. Years || & 13 also have critical evening events when the students/parents meet who are
not meeting their working towards targets.

Issues getting access to toilets during break times, there are big queues. Electronic locks on the doors
have been fitted as the toilets were being mis-used on a large scale. These have set times to open
and lock. Ground floor toilets are always open at breaktime. Ve do not do run blanket ban use.
You can collect a pass to go to lessons if you ask your teacher. If there are large queues for toilets,
you can speak to a member of staff and you will be directed to other toilets. Duty staff members
have keys to the toilets to provide access.

Thank you for attending. This has been a successful half term thanks for the students’ hard work and
your support.

Yours in service,

Votge
Mr A O’Donoghue
HEAD OF SCHOOL



