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Cardinal Pole Year 12 suggested reading: all books are 

available in our Library. 
 

Art 

Playing to the Gallery by Grayson Perry 

Ways of Seeing by John Berger 

Design of the Twentieth Century by Charlotte and Peter Fiell 

The Shock of the New by Robert Hughes 

 

Biology/ Chemistry 

Any of the Oxford University Press Very Short Introductions to series eg The History of Medicine by William Bynum 

Life Lessons from a Brain Surgeon by Dr Rahul Jandial 

The Selfish Gene by Richard Dawkins 

The Emperor of All Maladies by Siddartha Mukherjee 

Stiff by Mary Roach 

The Science of Everyday Life by Marty Jopson 

Periodic Tales: The Curious Lives of the Elements by Hugh Aldersey-Williams 

Bad Science by Ben Goldacre 

Humankind by Rutger Bregman 

The Medicine Book (DK) 

The Biology Book (DK) 

 

Business Studies/ Economics 

Leading by Alex Ferguson 

Inequality by Tony Atkinson 

Strong Woman by Karen Brady 
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The Business Book (DK) 

Shoe Dog by Phil Knight 

The Everything Store by Brad Stone 

How Google Works by Eric Schmidt 

The Rise and Fall of Marks and Spencer by Judi Bevan 

 

Drama 

National Youth Theatre Monologues: 75 Speeches for Auditions 

Contemporary Monologues of Teenagers – Female 

The Viewpoints Book: A Practical Guide to Viewpoints and Composition 

Character Breakdown by Zawe Ashton 

Waiting for Godot – Samuel Beckett 

 

English Literature 

1984 by George Orwell 

The Kite Runner, or a Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

Anything by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, especially Americanah and Half of a Yellow Sun 

The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton 

The Tenant of Wildfell Hall by Anne Bronte 

Kindred by Octavia Butler 

10 Minutes, 38 Seconds in This Strange World by Elif Shafak 

Station Eleven by Emily St John Mandel 

Anything by Jeanette Winterson, Written on the Body, Frankisstein, Sexing The Cherry, Why Be Happy When You 

Could Be Normal? 

Small Island by Andrea Levy 

Black Tudors by Miranda Kaufman 

 

Geography 

Prisoners of Geography and the Power of Geography by Tim Marshall 

City of Quartz by Mike Davis 

Who Rules The World? by Noam Chomsky 

The Invention of Nature by Andrea Wulf 

The World: Lonely Planet 
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Fat China by Paul French 

The Plundered Planet by Paul Collier 

 

History 

Empireland by Sathnam Sanghera 

The Hundred Year old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson 

Alone in Berlin by Hans Fallada 

The Bang Bang Club: Documentary Photographers in South Africa by Greg Marinovich 

Sapiens by Yuval Noah Hafari 

Post War: A History of Europe Since 1945 by Tony Judt 

A People’s Tragedy: The Russian Revolution by Orlando Figes 

The Presidents: The Transformation of the American Presidency from Roosevelt to Obama by Stephen Graubard 

Hackney That Rose-Red Empire by Iain Sinclair 

Playing The Enemy: Nelson Mandela and the Game That Made a Nation by John Carlin 

 

Maths and Further Maths 

Alex’s Adventures in Numberland by Alex Bellos 

Game, Set and Math: Enigmas and Conundrums by Ian Stewart 

17 Equations That Changed The World by Ian Stewart 

Fermat’s Last Theorem by Simon Singh 

 

Media Studies 

It’s About Bloody Time. Period. By Emma Barnett 

Natives by Akala 

Brit(ish) by Afua Hirsch 

Stacy Dooley On The Frontline With Women Who Fight Back 

Naturally Tan by Tan France 

Ain’t I A Woman by bell hooks 

 

Philosophy and Ethics 

The Brothers Karamazov by Dostoevsky 

The Puzzle of Ethics by Peter Vardy 

Sexism and God-Talk by Rosemary Radford Ruether 
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Introducing Plato 

A Short History of Ethics by Alastair Macintyre 

Dune by Frank Herbert 

The Plague by Albert Camus 

 

Physics 

Six Easy Pieces: essentials of Physics Explained by Its Most Brilliant Teacher by Matthew Sands 

Surely You’re Joking, Mr Feynman! By Richard Feynman 

The Elegant Universe: Superstrings, Hidden Dimensions, and the Quest for the Ultimate Theory by Brian Greene 

How to Teach Quantum Physics to Your Dog by Chad Orzel 

A Brief History of Time, and Brief Answers to the Big Questions by Stephen Hawking 

 

Social Sciences inc Health and Social Care 

The Prosecutor by Nazir Afzal 

The Secret Barrister 

This is Going to Hurt by Adam Kay 

Do No Harm by Henry Marsh 

One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey (Psychology) 

Seven and a Half Lessons About The Brain by Lisa Feldman Barrett (Psychology) 

The Psychopath Test by Jon Ronson (Psychology) 

Hard Pushed: A Midwifes’ Story by Leah Hazard 

The Language of Kindness: A Nurse’s Story by Christie Watson 

One Child by Torey Hayden 

The Boy Who Was Raised as a Dog by Bruce D Perry 

Elizabeth is Missing by Emma Healey 

 

Spanish 

La Sombra Del Viento by Carlos Ruiz Zafon 

Relato de un naufrago by Garcia Marquez 

Como Agua Para Chocolate by Laura Esquivel 

La Casa De Los Espiritus by Isabel Allende 


